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cLvT- 187 c. 1870°'s
Parker House

Island Creek Vicinity

Private

The original secttéon of this house consisted
of a one and a half story frame block with a side
passage, single parlor design. To the east gable end
was attached a smaller one story kitchen, According
to local tradition, this house was built by ex-slaves,
the Parker family, and as such represents the house
types built by them when they were able to acquire
land,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present form of this house is the result of numerous
additions over time., The dwelling began as a modest, one
and a half story frame structure, with the principal
block containing a side passage and single parlor, with
a smaller one story kitchen attached to the east gable
end. That block was two bays in length across the facade
and one in depth. A large brick chimney ascended the
wall between the parlo.r (or dining room) and the kitcheq)
with fireplaces opening into each room, This original
section was probably built soon after slavery in the
late 1860's or 70's. In the last two Jdecades of .the
19th century, the kitchen was heightened to two stories
and a two story block of one bay in length and width
was attached perpendicular to it, This block was balloon
frame. Perhaps at this time, or later, a small one
story log structure was moved "from woods nearby" (according
to the present occupant, Haywood Parker) and attached
by way of a breezeway to the kitchen. In very recent
years a one story shed addition has been attached along
the entire length of the west egable end of the original
block. This addition is made primarily of mass-produced
and syntheiic materials, Each of these sections reflects
the building methods and materials common to that era,
thus the entirety of the structure gives a brief history
®f building in southern Maryland,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to local oral tradition, this house was
built by members of the Parker family soon after slavery.
Like the houses at nearby Ben's Creek, this dwelling repre-
sents the houses built by Negro landowners when they were
able to acquire land after freedom,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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